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For more than 50 years, Double Demon Bob Kopple (LAS ’65, JD ’67) has 
worked with clients nationally and interna-
tionally, unraveling the complexities of estate 
planning, taxation and business law.  e 
senior partner in the Los Angeles-based law 
 rm Kopple, Klinger & Elbaz LLP, Kopple 
credits a practicing tax attorney who was an 
adjunct faculty member of DePaul’s College 
of Law with inspiring his career trajectory.
“Most law students were scared of taxes, 
but I liked it,” Kopple says. “I went on to 
NYU to earn my LLM in tax law, and I’ve 
made a successful career of it ever since.”
In appreciation for the positive di erence 
DePaul made in their lives, Kopple and his 
wife, Carole, have established the Kopple 
Scholars Endowment. Beginning in 2022 , 
the endowment will provide recognition 
and  nancial support for two full-time law 
students who demonstrate outstanding 
academic credentials.
“We designed the Kopple Scholars En-
dowment to help attract the best students to 
the College of Law so it could continue to 
compete e ectively with other law schools,” 
says Kopple.
Was law always his career aim? Kopple 
gives a rueful smile.
“I was one of seven children who was 
raised in Chicago’s Logan Square neighbor-
hood, in what became the inner city,” he 
says. “My father, a family physician, sent 
me to North Shore Country Day School in 
Winnetka because inner-city schools were not 
good at that time.  en I went to Lake Forest 
College, but I wasn’t really ready for college, 
so I dropped out and worked in the city.”
Higher education, however, was still a 
goal. After  nishing two years at a commu-
nity college, Kopple enrolled at DePaul. “I 
got my head straight. I liked studying, and 
I worked very hard and became associate 
editor of DePaul’s Law Review.”
What made the di erence? “DePaul was 
welcoming. I was a transfer from a junior 
college and they were very good about 
working with me—and they still are with 
students,” he says. “ e professors were kind. 
 ey were tough academically, but kind, and 
that’s not always the case.
“I’ve dealt with a lot of smart lawyers at 
some of the  nest law  rms in the world over 
more than 50 years,” Kopple continues, “and 
although I bring something to the table, 
the law education that I got at DePaul was 
 rst-rate. Nobody could have helped me 
come away with a deeper understanding of 
black letter law or a greater ability to analyze 
the nuances, and I credit DePaul with so 
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